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and the products of such processes. 



[x] the description [x) the claims Q the drawings 

3 I I The failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
1 — 1 Administrative Instructions prevents a meaningful search from being carried out 

| [ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

| | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

4 ( I The failure of the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the technical 

' 1 — 1 requirements provided for in Annex C-b/s of the Administrative Instructions prevents a meaningful search from being 
carried out 

| [ the written form has not been furnished. 

| | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the technical requirements. 
5. Further comments: 
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No meaningful search of the present application can be carried out for 
the following reasons: 

A) Lack of disclosure of the application (Article 5 and Rule 5 PCT) . 

Independent claims 1, 16, 29, 32 and 35 are directed to the incorporation 
of DSV data patterns in an application file to provide copy protection 
for the application. 

A.l) The DSV data patterns are not disclosed in a manner sufficiently 
clear and complete for the invention to be carried out by a person 
skilled in the art (Ariel e 5 PCT). 

Indeed, none of the references to the DSV data patterns provided for in 
the description give a single example (Rule 5.1(a) (iii) and (v) PCT) of 
DSV patterns which would lead to DSV problems for optical disc writers. 
See specifically page 1, lines 33-35; page 2, lines 17-21; page 9, lines 
2-3; page 9, lines 8-9; page 10, lines. 3-9; page 11, lines 14-16; page 
12, lines 2-4; page 12, lines 19-21; page 14, lines 31-32. 
The description only mentions the effects of these DSV patterns, but does 
not disclose the DSV patterns themselves. 

A. 2) The document WO0211136 cited in the application does not provide any 
further disclosure which would enable the skilled person to carry out the 
invention. Indeed, it contains the same vague and imprecise statements as 
the application, see e.g page 3, line 19-page 4, line 20; page 12, lines 
28-30. The only example about possible DSV data patterns is found in figs 
7a and 7b, and the description page 14, line 34-page 15, line 3. However, 
these two latter references only show the changes of the first 4 bytes 
among 2048 bytes of data, and it is impossible for the skilled person to 
decide from this example 

- whether the changes were applied only to those 4 bytes, 

- or whether the changes were applied to other portions of the same 
2048-byte block as well, maybe possibly to the whole block, 

- what the exact nature of the changes is (random flip of bits or fixed 
specific rules) . 

As a consequence, W00211135 does not provide the skilled person with an 
enabling embodiment of DSV data patterns (Rule 5.1(a) (iii) and (v) PCT). 

A. 3) The description of the present application does not disclose the 
"sophisticated encoders" in a manner sufficiently clear and complete for 
the invention to be carried out by a person skilled in the art (Ariel e 5 
PCT). The application, and more specifically the references on page 11, 
lines 27-30 and page 12, lines 21-27, does indeed not provide any 
explanation as to how such encoders can be designed to choose non-optimal 
merge bits as mastering stage in order to ensure readibility of the 
application file into which the DSV data patterns were incorporated. 
Therefore the description does not provide the skilled person with an 
enabling embodiment of the "sophisticated encoders" of the invention 
(Rule 5.1(a) (iii) and (v) PCT). 

A. 5) Consequently, no meaningful search can be conducted because of lack 
of disclosure of the application (Article 5 and Rule 5 PCT) 

B) In addition to this, independent claims 43-46 rely on the references 
to drawings, which is forbidden by rule 6.2(a) PCT, and the DSV data 
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patterns of claims 1, 16 and 35 rely on the reference to the description 
"as hereinbefore defined", which is also forbidden by rule 6.2(a) PCT. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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